
Carlena Cobb
September 30, 1929 - June 11, 2018

Carlena Cobb, the delightful daughter and one of 14 children of William
Harrison Bruce and Ellna Raynor Bruce. She was born on September 30,
1929 in Scott, Arkansas. She grew up in North Little Rock, Arkansas,
educated through the public school system and graduating from Pulaski High
School on May 12, 1945. 

 

Carlena met and united in holy matrimony, the love of her life, Freddie Cobb
on December 18, 1949. This love blossomed and she later gave birth to two
beautiful children Lynda and Clark before she moved to Chicago, Illinois. Then
two more, Jeff and Elrico, which she and her husband Fred loved and adored
dearly. She worked as a waitress, a housekeeper, finally attending Nutech
School of Beauty which gave her the licensed skills to be one of the better
Beauticians on the South Side of Chicago. Everyone who knew Carlena
knows that she had a passion for styling hair! Mostly, everyone who got up out
of her chair, was definitively pleased and happy to show the finished product
of Carlena’s working her wonders! She was a true artist. She also had love
and talent for sewing, knitting, crocheting, quilting, cooking and gardening just
to name a few. 

 

Carlena’s biggest passion was a love for spiritual things. When Carie Love,
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, studied the Bible with her, she immediately
exclaimed, “THIS IS THE TRUTH!” She was baptized in July 1962, while



attending the Southtown Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. She later
attended Gately Park, Roseland and then Crescent Park Cong. In 1986, she
and her husband moved to Decatur, IL attending the Decatur East
Congregation there. Her favorite scripture was John 17:3 which says “This
means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the
one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” Although this was her favorite Bible verse,
this was just one of many Bible scriptures she would share with whoever
would listen. She just loved, loved, loved the ministry! Her love for Jehovah
God and neighbor moved her to regular pioneer and work part time as a
crossing guard because of her great love for children. She did so until her
health began to fail her. Even in the Nursing home, you would find her sharing
some portion of Bible knowledge with staff members and visitors. 

 

On Monday, June 11, 2018, Carlena was overcome from her illness and sadly
fell asleep in death. Preceeding her in death were her husband of 50+ years,
Freddie Cobb; her mother, Ellna Raynor Bruce; her father, Willie H. Bruce;
four of her sisters: twin girls Ruth and Ruby Bruce, Oree Bradford and Hazel
Lee Brown-Watson; and three of her brothers, Henry, and the twins Jacob and
Esau Bruce. 

 

Carlena leaves to cherish her memories her four children: Lynda Portis (R.
Kent), Clark Cobb (Barbara), Jeffrey Cobb (Pat) and Elrico Cobb. She is also
survived by her siblings: Jeff Bruce, Lemule Bruce (Lillie), Harrison Bruce
(Marie), Willie Redd (Silus), Daisy Gibson (Henry) and Gloria Thigpen; 14
smart and beautiful grandchildren, and many great grandchildren; along with
nieces, nephews, friends and acquaintances.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 16. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses (93rd)
9320 South Greenwood
Chicago, IL

Service

JUN 16. 3:00 PM (CT)

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses (93rd)
9320 South Greenwood
Chicago, IL



Tribute Wall



McCullough Funeral & Cremation Services - July 13, 2018 at 12:52 PM

McCullough Funeral & Cremation Services created a Tribute Video
in memory of Carlena Cobb

October 04, 2023 at 06:11 PM

Carlena Cobb

McCullough Funeral & Cremation Services - July 13, 2018 at 11:47 AM

61 files added to the album LifeTributes



Malaka Patrick-Bowers - June 19, 2018 at 10:13 AM

I’m so very sorry Cobb Family for your loss. May the “God of all
comfort” prove to be with you, comfort and care for you all during
this very difficult time.


