Rosa Justine Graham
June 28, 1913 - January 8, 2015

Rosa Justine Graham “Mother Rose” was born June 28, 1913 in Ripley,
Tennessee. She was the daughter of Henry and Mamie Thornton. She was
the first of their 5 children - Marylee, Robert, Zoda, and Lavern (L.C.).

Mother Rose’s family moved to Carbondale, IL while she was still a young girl,
where she attended elementary and high school. In 1932, she met and
married Aaron Henry Brinson Sr. To this union two sons were born, Aaron
Henry Brinson Jr. and Edgar Gedon Brinson Sr. (Ahmeshadye Ben Israel).
Mother Rose moved to Ford Heights, IL (formerly East Chicago Heights) in
1950 where she lived for over 65 years and later married Edgar Graham.

She provided much stability for the family, and her telephone number is older
than ALL of her grandbabies. She was a true Matriarch, Queen, Rock and
Foundation.

Mother Rose was a member of the First Union Missionary Baptist Church in
Ford Heights, IL for over 50 years where she actively served on the Mother’s
Board.

She worked at Cook County Hospital in Chicago, IL and at St. James Hospital
in Chicago Heights, IL as a nurse’s aide in the Labor and Delivery Department
for 35 years until her retirement. She remained an active member in the



community after retirement volunteering and working as a companion to
seniors until age 95.

Family and friends were Mother Rose’s passion and delight. For several years
she visited Israel. She fulfilled one of her many dreams when she and her
mother Mamie travelled to Israel together and were baptized in the River of
Jordan. She talked about this experience often with fondness and tears of joy.
When asked what her secret to a long life is, she would reply “The secret to
living long is being an obedient child!”

Mother lived for God for a wonderful 101 years! Her granddaughter, Katie
Brinson (Nogah) lovingly cared for her the last 6 years of her life. Katie’s
daughter, Yahleeyah Blackwell also provided assistance with her care in
recent years. The family gives them and everyone else who cared for Mother
Rose their greatest gratitude.

Mother Rose entered Heaven’s gates on January 8, 2015. Making their
transition before her, were her parents, Henry and Mamie Thornton; and four
her siblings, Marylee, Robert, Zoda, and Lavern (L.C.).

Mother Rose was surrounded in love and is survived by her two sons, Aaron
Henry Brinson Jr. and Edgar Gedon Brinson Sr. (Ahmeshadye Ben Israel)
Helen Brinson; grandchildren, LaTina Brinson, Katie Brinson (Nogah), Edgar
Gedon Brinson Jr. (Nathan), Marlowe Brinson and Lenal Brinson (Deno); and
a host of other grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews, grand-nieces and nephews, great grand nieces and
nephews, as well other relatives and close friends. She was truly blessed and
loved.

God gives us the comfort in the form of family and good friends. May his
peace be with you, for his love never ends.



The Family of Rosa J. Graham



Cemetery Details

Homewood Memorial Gardens

600 Ridge Road
Homewood, IL

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 15. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

McCullough Funeral & Cremation Services (FH)
1621 East Lincoln Highway

Ford Heights, IL 60411

(708) 758-2880
info@mcculloughfuneralservices.com

Visitation

JAN 16. 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

First Union Missionary Baptist Church
1301 Woodlawn Avenue
Ford Heights, IL

Service

JAN 16. 10:30 AM (CT)

First Union Missionary Baptist Church
1301 Woodlawn Avenue
Ford Heights, IL


mailto:info@mcculloughfuneralservices.com




Tribute Wall

Rosa Justine Graham

October 04, 2023 at 06:11 PM

Graham Family,

With deepest sympathy we share your sorrow. May you find comfort
in God's Word found at John 11:25.

Sandra B. - March 07, 2015 at 11:52 AM
I'd like to share a few comforting Bible Scriptures that helped me
when | lost both my husband and son in June of 2013. Please read
Eccl 9:5,6 and 10; Rom 5:12,17-19 and Rev 21:4.

B. Hill - February 26, 2015 at 10:26 PM
The Bible say that Mrs.Rosa had special mightiness at Psalms
90:10, which tells a lot about this amazing Lady and the things she
did in her life time. Please look forward to Bible promises.

Linda - January 26, 2015 at 10:48 AM
Dear Graham family | offer my condolences. Cherish a life well
lived. Draw close to God in prayer during this difficult time-James

4:8.

Cheryl Lynn - January 22, 2015 at 06:10 PM



